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railroad station, and went back to his hotel looking like a
madman. But he had hardly shut his valise when the impulse
to try the "grand slam," to win one hundred thousand francs,
overpowered him. Returning to the casino, he lost all his
stakes, one after the other. At the end of the day he still had
five thousand francs. Happy and exhausted, he decided to
leave Wiesbaden for Paris.
"Do not tell anyone of this, dear Varvara Dmitrievna," he
wrote to his sister-in-law. "It is Pasha [Pavel Isaev, his step-
son] that I have in mind. He is still so naive that he might
imagine one could easily earn one's living by gambling. . . .
It is not necessary to tell him that his father goes to gambling
establishments." He declared that he now knew the secret
of gambling. "Nothing is simpler and more stupid. You need
only to keep your self-control, and no matter what sudden
turns fortune may take, avoid becoming excited."
Later, Dostoevsky wrote in The Gambler, "Yesterday, as
soon as I approached the gambling table and began to gather
up the piles of bills, my love receded to the background. . . .
Is it possible that I am a gambler?"
On August 26 Dostoevsky finally arrived in Paris and
wrote to Polina asking for a rendezvous. On August 27 she
made the following entry in her diary: "I have just received
a letter from Feodor Mikhailovich, sent this time from Paris.
How happy he is that he is going to see me soon. I sent him
a very short note that I had prepared before his arrival. I am
very sorry for him."
The same night he saw her, in the little pension in Rue
Soufflot where she was staying. She came toward him, very
pale, her eyes dry. The scene that followed is described in
her diary:
" 'Good evening/ she said in an uncertain voice. And as he